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On 14
th
 November, 2019 

Parliamentarians Commission 

for Human Rights (PCHR) in 

collaboration with National 

Parliamentary Taskforce on 

SDGs, PJN and UNESCO 

organized seminar titled 

“Strengthening SDG.16.10 

Reporting, „For a balanced, 

strong, and gender-responsive 

media environment in 

Pakistan” at PIPS 

Auditorium. Agenda Annex A 

and Presentation Annex C 

Over 140 participants 

representing parliamentarians, 

representatives of ministries, 

government officials, officials from embassies, UN bodies, students, civil society representatives, and 

experts attended the seminar. Attendance Annex B 

The event was chaired by Mr. Riaz Fatyana (MNA) Convener National Parliamentary Taskforce on SDGs 

and Chairperson National Assembly Standing Committee on Law & Justice. Other speakers includes 

Former Member NCHR and ED PCHR Shafique Chaudhry, Syed Raza Ali CEO Peace & Justice 

Network, Former Secretary LJCP and CEO Jinnah Center for the Rule of Law Mohammed Sarwar Khan, 

Former Senator Farhatullah Babar and MNA and Chairperson Subcommittee on SDG 16.10 as well as 

CPEC Mr. Sher Ali Arbab.  

From Media and Civil Society Ms. Urooj Siami, Mr. Afzal Butt, Mr. Mukhtiar Ali and Ms. Tanzeela 

Mazhar shared their thoughts on balanced, strong, and gender-responsive media environment in Pakistan.  

During the event, Mr. Ubaid Ullah PJN Technical Lead has presented Journalist Safety Indicators 

findings to policymakers and got their commitment for a balanced, strong, and gender-responsive media 

environment in Pakistan. Also to strengthen the coordination among all the Parliamentary SDGs 

Taskforces on SDGs at provincial and federal level, representatives from all the seven (7) Parliamentary 

Taskforces on SDGs were part of this event and they presented their views for initiating integrating 

national coordination and reporting mechanism on SDG 16.10 Freedom of Expression and Safety of 

Journalist. 

During the sessions, participants shared that media for many years has been the lifeline of freedom of 

expression. The presence of pluralism and independence of the media are essential to democratic rule, and 

freedom of the media is crucial to the practice of journalism. People who exercise their right to freedom 

of expression through journalism must be allowed to practice their work without restrictions. This is the 

responsibility of not just the state, courts, media companies and journalist organizations, but also of 

NGOs and civil society, in the era of globalization and digitization. 
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Speakers shared that Pakistan, which ranks 142 on the World Press Freedom Index, is among the 13 

countries where journalists are murdered and their killers go free due to “unchecked corruption, 

ineffective institutions, and lack of political will to pursue robust investigations,” the Committee to 

Protect Journalists (CPJ) has found. The 2019 Global Impunity Index examined journalists‟ murders that 

were carried out with complete impunity between September 1, 2009, and August 31, 2019. 

In Pakistan, journalists employ self-censorship to report on news stories and compromise on the 

principles of objectivity, truthfulness, and accuracy mainly because they don‟t want to be a victim of 

threats from various sources (either government or political parties or religious groups or media owners). 

Given the diversity of threats faced by the Pakistani journalists and its adverse effects on their 

professionalism, there is an urgent need to have a safety mechanism that not only serves to enhance 

journalists‟ safety level but also counters the issues of delayed justice. 

Participants of the seminar are also of the view that if we are to prosper with a vibrant democracy 

entailing free and responsible press, it is essential to let the culture of tolerance flourish where freedom of 

expression as permissible under article 19 of the Constitution of Pakistan, 1973, and the Article 19 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) are valued and appreciated. Moreover, it is high time 

that all the legislatures of Pakistan have considered the journalists‟ safety law in order to provide safety 

and ensure the welfare of media persons. There is a need to make all-out efforts to improve ranking on the 

World Press Freedom Index, in addition to prosecuting those involved in violence against journalists. At 

the same time, it is also necessary that media, which is considered as the fourth pillar of the state, 

performs its duty responsibly and avoid airing unauthentic news. This measure will further add to the 

credibility of the media. 
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1) BACKGROUND:  

Enshrined in the Article 19 of the Constitution of Pakistan as well as the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, freedom of expression is a fundamental right along with corollaries of freedom of information and 

press. Its actualization remains vital for democracies in achieving peace and prosperity. One of the 

practical manifestations of freedom to express lies in the freedom of press, safety of journalists, and issue 

of impunity along with the promotion of gender equality in media. SDGs target 16.10 reflects the fact that 

freedom of expression is the touchstone of all other human rights and underpins the achievement of all 

SDGs. Pakistan National Framework on SDGs approved by the National Economic Council has also 

declared SDG 16.10 as one of the priority targets for Pakistan. 

The safety of journalists and ending impunity for crimes against them are essential to preserve the 

fundamental right to freedom of expression, guaranteed by Article 19 of the Constitution of Pakistan. 

Freedom of expression is an individual right, for which no one should be killed, but it is also a collective 

right, which empowers populations through facilitating dialogue and participation in the democratic 

process and thereby makes sustainable development possible. 

Statistics gathered by inter-governmental organizations, professional associations, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) and other stakeholders in Pakistan all testify to the staggering number of journalists 
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and media workers killed while performing their professional duties. According to UNESCO
1
, 74 

journalists have been killed in Pakistan while performing their duties since 1997. Whereas, according to  

Freedom Network
2
 and Media Matters for Democracy

3
 (local organizations), over 100 journalists have 

been killed in Pakistan since 2000. As per the report formulated by „Freedom network, from 2013-2018
4
 

as many as 26 journalists have been murdered in the country and none of the killers have been punished. 

Although there have been few violent attacks against women journalists in recent years, gender-based 

harassment in and outside the workplace is frequently cited as a challenge, made more difficult by the fact 

that the subject largely remains taboo and those responsible are rarely criticized.  

Another danger for journalists and their sources comes from surveillance laws The Prevention of 

Electronic Crimes Act, 2016 resorting to extraordinary legal procedures, which leads to self-censorship in 

the media community. World Press Freedom Index ranked Pakistan 142 out of 180 countries in the 2019 

(Reporters Without Borders (RSF)
5
) with is a decline since 2017. According to Committee to Protect 

Journalists (CPJ) 2018 Global Impunity Index, Pakistan is in the top 10 countries where journalists are 

killed and the killers go free
6
. Another growing problem is that in Pakistan, the prevailing definition of a 

journalist largely excludes freelancers, citizen journalists, and bloggers, which deny them the support that 

regular media practitioners receive from representative associations of working journalists in Pakistan. 

The scale and number of attacks on journalists and media workers, combined with failures to investigate 

and prosecute crimes against them, have each contributed to the unacceptably high level of personal risk 

that journalists and other media professionals continue to face simply for exercising their right to free 

expression.  

The Journalist Safety Indicators (JSIs) is designed to pinpoint significant matters that show, or 

impact upon, the safety of journalists and the issue of impunity. They allow for a mapping of key 

features that can help assess the extent to which journalists are able to carry out their work under 

safe conditions and determine whether adequate follow-up is given to crimes committed against 

them.   

 

  

                                                           
1
 UNESCO observatory of killed journalists – Pakistan https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-

journalists/observatory/country/223791 
2
 Freedom Network State of Media in Pakistan Report http://www.fnpk.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/State-

Of-Media-In-Pakistan-Key-Findings-of-2014-And-Challenges-in-2015-PDF.pdf  
3
 Pakistan Today Safety of journalists in Pakistan: #EndImputiny 

https://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/opinion/blog/safety-of-journalits-in-pakistan-endimputiny/ 
4
 Freedom Network The Impunity of Crimes Against Journalists Pakistan Report 2018 http://www.fnpk.org/how-

pakistans-legal-system-has-failed-the-murdered-journalists-of-pakistan/ 
5
 2019 World Press Freedom Index https://rsf.org/en/ranking# 

6
 Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) Global Impunity Index 2018 https://cpj.org/reports/2018/10/impunity-

index-getting-away-with-murder-killed-justice.php 
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2) SESSION PROCEEDINGS:  

The event was conducted in three distinct sessions. First session included the registration of members and 

arrival of guests. After guest arrivals, an Inaugural of a national initiative on SDG 16.10 Freedom of 

expression and right to access information was conducted. It started with a welcome note and opening 

remarks by speakers. They emphasize on the safety of journalists and their basic rights.  

The second session was constituted on “Freedom of expression as the touchstone of all the human rights 

and underpin the achievements of SDGs”. Different speakers by civil society and media representations, 

government departments, ministries, and parliamentarians gave their comments and shared their 

experiences. The media representatives shared their hurdles and difficulties they face. Female journalists 

also informed how they are affected as women Human rights defenders and shared their problems, which 

they face in the field. While government representatives and parliamentarians informed the audience that 

what steps they have taken for the safety of journalism and what policies are made.  

The third session was a concluding session that included the ideas/recommendations for the betterment 

and improvement of the policies that could be made for the safety of journalists and freedom of speech. 

 

SESSION I: Inaugural 

The speakers of the first session were welcomed on the stage and invited to speak one by one. 
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Ch. Muhammad Shafique - He was the first speaker to initiate the session. Mr. Shafiq explained the 

importance of Goal 16 of SDGs. He said it is one of the most important goals. He also talked about the 

current situation of peace and justice in Pakistan and the importance of freedom of speech in any 

government. Moreover, the state should provide an environment where people can speak freely and 

express themselves. Journalist should be given their rights and their safety should be states responsibility. 

Further, he mentioned how Journalists faces many physical and practical ground difficulties. 

Syed Raza Ali - Mr. Raza Ali focused on issues and problems of Journalist. He discussed the launching 

of national initiative, which includes all four provinces representation. He also said that the Police 

department should put their effort to protect the journalist and work for their safety. There should be an 

active response from government sectors in the cause of journalism and the rights of journalists. Journalist 

must know about the initiatives taken or will be taken in future so they would be engaged in the 

policymaking and their engagement in this is necessary so their problems can be addressed in a more 

effective way. 

Mr. Sarwar Khan - Mr. Sarwar Khan talks about the Article 19, which is the fundamental and 

constitutional right of freedom of speech. According to the speaker, it is the essence of democracy. 

Civilizations flourish when they are provided by freedom of speech.  

Mr. Farhat Ullah Babar - Mr. Farhat Ullah Babar discussed that Pakistan is the first country to add 

SDGs goal as its national goal. He mentioned the threats and difficulties faced by journalists and gave 

suggestions to overcome such difficulties. Discussing online challenges and death threats faced by 

journalist are received through social media. Sexual harassment, violence, and threats also received by 

female journalists. He further added that the formation of a Joint Forum, training program for government 

department on freedom of speech and safety of journalist, establishment of early warning system and 

mechanism of the safety of women journalists, policy and legislative reforms, establishment of an 

independent forum for media workers for reporting their safety and security issues are need of time 
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SESSION II: This session includes speakers from media representatives and other civil society members. 

They shared their experiences focused on the rights of journalists and freedom of speech. In this session, 

Mr. Mukhtar Ali, Ms. Tanzeela Mazhar, Ms. Arooj Raza, Dr. Iqbal and others represented the media. 

They all talked about the hurdles and difficulties that are faced by the journalist every now and then. How 

journalist lives are being threaten on a daily basis and how their jobs are not secured. They are not being 

provided by the basic rights. Furthermore, they also mentioned how freedom of speech is affected and 

they are not allowed to present their ideas and thoughts openly. Female journalist mentioned the work 

hurdles they face in which harassment and job a surety is the topmost concerns of the female journalists. 

They also shared their work experiences and how they are being treated. 

SESSION III: This session was the concluding session. The whole seminar was concluded and the basic 

idea of the seminar was once again presented that was the freedom of speech and rights of journalists. 

This session also focused on how to make the policies and their implementation to protect the rights of 

the journalist. It aimed at the innovation towards the future and taking practical steps to ensure a proper 

and peaceful Pakistan.  

CONCLUSION: The event was an overall tremendous success, which had brought together media 

workers and parliamentarians to a single platform where they discussed the problems and tried to work 

together in future to make a peaceful and prosperous Pakistan. Engaging in dialogues with media workers 

and putting forward their hurdles showed how difficult the task these people do keeping their lives at 

stake.  
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Annexure A – Agenda  
 

Journalist Safety Indicator Implementation Workshop 

Agenda  

Date 11th November, 2019 

Time  02:30 pm till 5:30 pm 

Venue  Islamabad Hotel, Hall Kahkashan 1 

 

Session Plan  

Time   Topic of Discussion  Facilitator 

Session I: Inaugural 

02:30 – 02:40 pm Registration of Participants  

02:40 – 02:50 am Welcome note and Opening remarks  

02:50 – 03:10 pm 
Background setting and building understanding SDG 16.10 Freedom 
of Expression and Right to Access to Information (Data Gap and 
Policy Needs) 
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03:10 – 03:40 pm 

Sharing Findings from Consultations: 
1. UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of 

Impunity 
2. Journalist Safety Indicators (JSI) 

 

Session II: Discussion on the existing coordination & reporting mechanisms 

03:40 – 05:00 pm 
 
(Working Tea) 

Deliberations and Recommendation to Address Policy Gaps: 
 Developing an Integrated Policy Framework for Protection of 

Journalist and the Issue of Impunity 

 

Session III:  Concluding                                                                                              

05:00 – 05:30 pm 

Concluding Way Forward –  
 Engagement with National Assembly Parliamentary 

Taskforce on SDGs Subcommittee on Freedom of Expression 
and Right to Access to Information  

 Presenting recommendation at Policy Advocacy Event (14th 
November, 2019) at PIPS with Parliamentarians  

 

Hi-tea (5:30 onward) 

 

 


